TISZA'S PEACE PROGRAM                         191
cool reason holds sway. It would be a great mistake to
precipitate matters, or to try to force a premature develop-
ment which can only come as a result of time, patience,
and a well-considered policy. Nevertheless one must not
sink into apathetic resignation or passive inactivity. On the
contrary, one must adopt a carefully thought out "poK-
tiqm de longue main" which shall gradually smooth away
the internal difficulties and bring about a more favorable
situation in the Balkans. "With this aim we must consider
not only our own interests, but also come to a clear under-
standing with Germany. Our task is a difficult one. There
can be no talk of success unless we have complete assurance
of being understood, respected, and supported by Germany,
Germany must see that the Balkans are of decisive impor-
tance not only for us but for the German Empire."
As to Russia, Tisza did not believe that she intended
to make war immediately. Her aggressive attitude and
saber-rattling was meant to impress the Balkan States and
was encouraging the nationalist movement in Rumania and
Serbia. It might even win Ferdinand of Bulgaria to the
Tsar's side. Bulgaria, Tisza believed, could and ought to
be deflected to the side of the Central Powers. Undoubt-
edly, Ferdinand had fallen into his desperate position after
the Second Balkan War because of his own crazy policy
and his failure to follow Austrian advice. Nevertheless,
clamped in between Rumania, Serbia, and Greece, and still
threatened by Turkey, Bulgaria would certainly throw her-
self into the arms of Russia, unless Austria came strongly
to her support. Such a combination, in which Bulgaria
should be reconciled with the other Christian States under
Russian patronage, would lead to a successful war against
Austria, Bulgaria being rewarded with Macedonia. Aus-
tria would be surrounded by the iron ring which Russia was
so persistently forging, and the military superiority of the
Triple Entente on the Continent would be complete. The